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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1 .97 and 1 .98, and in fulfillment of the duty of disclosure under 
Rule 1.56, it is respectfully requested that the references listed on the accompanying enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. 
patent application. A copy of each reference is enclosed. 

An explanation of the relevance of these references is that they were cited in the 
International Search Report for corresponding International Application No. PCT/SE02/00236. 
An English language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. 



Examiner's attention is directed toward inconsistencies in the Search Report and the 
International Preliminary Examination Report; even though the Search Report designates DE 
390 1 076 A 1 as being an "X" type reference, in the Examiner's discussion he states the following: 

"Dl discloses the general state of the art for an apparatus for reducing 
backlash in a gear wheel of the above-cited type. The apparatus for reducing 
backlash stated in claim 1 differs from prior art disclosed in Dl by the features 
stated in the characterizing part. Claim 1 therefore fulfils the requirements of 
novelty according to Article 33(2). 

It is not considered as common practice to a person ordinary skilled in the 
art to use knowledge disclosed in Dl and thus arrive at an apparatus for 
reducing backlash stated in claim 1. Claim 1 therefore fulfils the requirements of 
inventive step according to Article 33(3). 

Claim 1 also fulfils the requirements of industrial applicability according 
to Article 33(4). 

Claims 2-5 disclose further features of the invention which fulfill the 
requirements of patentability stated in paragraphs (2-4) of Article 33. " 

The above is brought to the Examiner's attention for evaluation purposes regarding the 
non-English reference DE 3901076 Al. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S. 
filing date. No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) or fee is required 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 
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The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability, or that the information is analogous to the subject 
matter of the present invention, or that no other material information exists. Further, the filing of 
this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against interest in 
any manner. Written notification that the enclosed references have been considered in their 
entirety by return of a copy of the enclosed form, completed by the Examiner, is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: \9> (WjS 

Howrey Simon ArnoleT& White, LLP 
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004-2402 
Phone 202.783.0800 
Fax 202.383.6610 
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